The value of the axial view in assessing calcaneal fractures.
We studied the value of the axial view of the calcaneum in diagnosing fractures. Fifty sets calcaneal radiographs were studied by four senior trauma staff and four orthopeadic trainees on two occasions 2-3 weeks apart. On the first occasion only the lateral view was studied; on the second, both lateral and axial views were studied. The axial view did not improve the sensitivity or specificity of the lateral view alone. Senior staff were more accurate in assessing the radiographs. We suggest that the axial view should not be used routinely in assessing a patient with a possible calcaneal fracture.